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forms and ceremonies of Parliament, often quaint and arbi-
trary in external appearance, are pregnant with historical
significance. Take, for instance, the forms which until 1902
were invariably observed on the introduction of a bill into
the House of Commons, and which are still occasionally
observed. The Speaker puts the question that leave be given
to introduce the bill, and unless, as rarely happens, the
motion is opposed, proceeds to ask " Who will prepare
and bring in the bill?" (I have known two experienced
Parliamentarians who believed the question to be "Who is
prepared to bring in the bill?") The member in charge
replies with a list of names, including his own, then goes
down to the bar of the House, and returns to the table with
a paper which is supposed to be the bill, but is really a
" dummy," and which he formally hands in. The whole
thing is over in a few seconds, but it represents, in a com-
pressed and symbolical form, proceedings which, in the
seventeenth century, may have extended over days or weeks.
There was first a debate in the House or committee on some
alleged evil in the body politic, and a discussion whether it
justified and required a legislative remedy. Then came the
selection of a small body of members, with some one mem-
ber as their spokesman, to devise an appropriate remedy.
It was this spokesman who subsequently moved for leave
to introduce a bill, and who named his colleagues in re-
sponse to the Speaker's question. And when he went down
to the bar, it was not for the purpose of immediate return,
but for the purpose of retiring with his colleagues to some
suitable place, possibly in the precincts of the House, but
possibly at Lincoln's Inn, or at the Temple, or elsewhere,
for deliberation, and for "penning" of the bill.

There are other forms which carry one back to a far
remoter period of parliamentary history. Nothing can be
more picturesque than the ceremonies which attend the
signification of the Royal assent to legislative measures
passed by the two Houses. The three silent figures, scarlet
robed and cocked-hatted, who sit in a row, like some